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The American Ethical Union is a Federation of Ethical Societies 
and Fellowships which have grown out of the Ethical Culture 
Movement established by Felix Adler in 1876. Dr. Adler sought a 
sound religious philosophy of man without creeds and a fellowship 
of men without rituals, but with meaningful ceremonies. 


The Ethical Movement is humanistically oriented. It stresses education 
and works to establish an order of human relationships in which 

the individual is encouraged as an individual and is committed to the 
responsibility of society. 


The Ethical Culture Societies and Fellowships, the Commission 

on Race and Equality, the Encampment for Citizenship, the Social 
Service Commission, and the Ethical Culture Schools are examples 
of the Movement’s dedication to democracy and freedom. That 
men can be concerned with each other and that they can be united 
in building a better world without final answers about God and 

the cosmos is a dynamic faith for those in the Ethical Movement. 
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. . . Those who started the Ethical Movement asked with intense feeling what conse- 
crating influence shall we bring into our own lives and particularly into the lives of 
our ghildren. ! can say that without an intense moral faith there can be no moral 
fervor. If there is to be a new upward trend in ethics as religion, if Ethical Societies 
are to mulitply, the Movement must give birth to personalities who have attained 
for themselves an abiding ethical faith and are aflame with it. The extension of the 
Movement depends on the rise of a succession of such persons to hand on the 
torch from one to the other. it means that social reformation shall not be a mere 
change in condition, but a change in human nature itself. It means that we shall 
look forward consciously to the breaking forth of new powers in ourselves, to the 
release, through our own efforts, of capacities dimly latent in us. 

Felix Adier 
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Ethical (Culture as Humanism 


The following declaration was adopted at the 1966 Assembly of the American Ethical 
Union as a position paper of the Fraternity of Leaders. It has no authority as a creed 
or statement of faith but is an interpretation of Ethical Culture subscribed to by the 
Leaders there assembled. 


Ethical Culture is a Humanist movement. Even before the designation Humanist 
gained currency as one of our Common descriptive terms or names, Eth'cal 
Culture was a Humanist Movement in its essential purposes and values. '' was 
the first such organization of national and international scope to develop an 
ethical, social and religious philosophy on a non-creedal, non-theistic basis. 
This foundation has been sufficiently broad and flexible to accommodate a 
variety of philosophical approaches. 


Humanism, in the context of ethical and religious philosophy, and as a way of 
life which many men and women are coming to accept as an alternative to the 
supernaturalist and other-worldly religions, is a tradition which runs with 
increasing force through the thought and life of civilization. We recognize that 
no group or association can lay claim to a monopoly on the title and heritage 
of Humanism, for to attempt this would be itself an expression of exclusiveness 
and sectarianism contrary to the spirit and character which this tradition sig- 
nifies. Therefore, in identifying ourselves as Humanist, we affirm our partici- 
pation in a great and living heritage, the common property of all who value 
spiritual and intellectual freedom, who affirm life and the world, who cherish 
the life of reason and the scientific method and who seek, within the frame- 
work of the human enterprise—relying upon natural and human resources—to 
create the good society and to uphold the dignity and worth of man. 


When we speak of Ethical Culture and Humanism as one concept, ® would 
thereby recognize a universalism and a relevance to both terms whic’ we value 
without slighting or down-grading either. 


The Ethical Culture Movement can identify itself as Humanist only if the name 
Humanist is preserved from restrictive, narrowly sectarian, and dogmatic 
usages which unfortunately, it has sometimes been made to serve; we would 
strive to represent and develop a constructive and adequate Humanism. A 
movement which is dedicated without reservation to the worth of the person, 
and which is moved by a spirit akin to reverence in its search to understand 
the deep resources of man and nature cannot narrow itself to a position of 
creed-like doctrinalism, whether that tendency appears in religious, secular or 
political dress. 


We believe that from the beginning, the founders, leaders, and innumerable 
workers of the Ethical Movement have been Humanists in their practical labors, 
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social vision and reform, humane ideals, and stress upon human capacities 
and dignity. They have been Humanists in placing man's relationship to his 
fellow man and his community at the center of their moral and spiritual quest; 
and they have been Humanists in believing that man must assume responsi- 
bility for the direction of his life and destiny. This common ground has united 
us, for nearly a century, restricting our freedom to explore or to hold to a 
variety of philosophical and metaphysical positions. This range of freedom has 
been summarized in the maxim: “Diversity in the creed; unity in the deed.” 


In our Movement, we do not restrict the name “Humanist” to apply only to 
those who subscribe to a particular philosophical style or metaphysics dubbed 
“Humanist,” but rather use this term to affirm a broadly defined and com- 
monly held commitment and faith. Neither does the name Humanist signify 
among us a particular emphasis or position with respect to either the religious 
or the secular aspects of our philosophy, for aftachment to the tradition and 
name of humanism cuts across these lines. 


In identifying ourselves as a Humanist Movement, and in associating with other 
groups which fit this designation, we hold to the standard of intellectual and 
spiritual breadth. We stand ready to share with other Humanist bodies in cre- 
ating a deeper, wider, and more adequate expression of this way of life; but we 
cannot accept a basis of unity which would be purchased through the sur- 
render of the distinctive values and freedoms which give this Movement its 
historic significance and potential. All discussions and projects looking toward 
the creation of a greater instrument for unity among Humanists must bear this 
purpose in mind. Similarly, we would not seek to curtail or expunge what may 
be most distinctive and best in the Humanism of a kindred association. 


Finally, we would make it clear that our identification as a Humanist Move- 
ment is not dependent upon our affiliation with other groups bearing this label. 
We shall strive in every practicable way to share with like-minded associations 
in building a strong, united movement, but our essential character as a Human- 
ist fellowship, and our claim to this designation, is not derivative from such 
affiliations. 


We would reaffirm the term Ethical Humanist, adopted officially in the lan- 
guage of the Declaration of the Amsterdam Congress, which in 1952 estab- 
lished the International Humanist and Ethical Union. (This union brought about 
a common alignment of existing Humanist bodies and member groups of the 
earlier International Ethical Union which had been disrupted by World War Il.) 
We find the term “Ethical Humanist” to be a designation which appropriately 
recognizes our respective organizational histories and tradition, and which 
aptly and distinctively signifies our shared and corporated endeavor as a united 
world movement. 


Fraternity of Leaders of the 
American Ethical Union 
Chicago, April 27, 1966 
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1876 


1877 


1878 


1879 


1880 


May 15, 1876 — The Founding Meeting of the SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE in 
New York City; Incorporation, February 21, 1877; DR. FELIX ADLER, FOUNDER. 
This was the first of the 30 Societies and Fellowships now existing in the United 
States. Together —in a federation — they constitute the AMERICAN ETHICAL 
UNION. Internationally the AEU is joined with Ethical Culture and Humanist 
Groups throughout the world, in the INTERNATIONAL HUMANIST AND ETHI- 
CAL UNION with headquarters in Utrecht, Holland. : 


Establishment of the first FREE KINDERGARTEN in New York and San Francisco, 
with its first class on January 2, 1878. 


Establishment of the DISTRICT NURSING SERVICE which grew into the VISITING 
NURSE SERVICE. 


This was the first such service that did no missionary work for organized 
religion, but contributed to the physical care of those in need. 


Establishment of the TENEMENT HOUSE BUILDING COMPANY. 


The first model house was completed at this time to accommodate 100 fami- 
lies; and Shaefer and Avery Homes, family homes for orphaned children. 


Felix Adler is elected President of the Free Religious Association. 


He served from 1879 to 1882, resigning the office protesting the lack of the 
association’s commitment to social welfare activities. 


Incorporation of the UNITED RELIEF WORKS of the Society for Ethical Culture in 
New York: a consolidation of the Society’s social welfare work into one organi- 


zation. 


Founding of THE WORKINGMAN’S SCHOOL. 


Later —in 1895 — it was re-organized on a wider basis as THE ETHICAL CUL- 
TURE SCHOOLS, and, in 1928, added THE FIELDSTON SCHOOL. 


STANTON COIT becomes associated with the Ethical Movement. 


Born an Episcopalian in Columbus, Ohio, in 1857, Dr. Coit discovered Ethical 
Culture in 1880 while teaching at Amherst. He educated himself for Leader- 
ship in the Movement with further schooling at Columbia University and the 
University of Berlin, and worked in both the New York and English Ethical 
Societies. He was founder of the SOUTH PLACE ETHICAL SOCIETY and then 
WEST LONDON ETHICAL SOCIETY — later called the ETHICAL CHURCH. The 
Ethical Church was the successor to a non-conformist church founded toward 
the end of the 18th century. Among its noted Ministers had been Winchester, 
Fox and Conway. Coit’s great degree of faith in men led him to help such 
Englishmen as Horace J. Bridges, George O’Dell, J. Hutton Hynd, Henry J. 
Golding and W. Edwin Collier to achieve Leadership in the American Ethical 
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Movement. In the early ‘30s until his death in 1944, he was semi-retired 
Leader of The Ethical Church. Harold J. Blackham was his immediate succes- 
sor after 15 years of working with the British Ethical Movement, as a Leader. 


1882 Founding of the CHICAGO ETHICAL SOCIETY. 


Felix Adler is the organizer and member of the Governor's Tenement House Com- 
mission in New York State. 


1883 Felix Adler, with Edmond Kelly, is the founder of the GOOD GOVERNMENT CLUB. ' 


It is now known as the CITY CLUB — for the relief from political corruption in 
New York City. 


1883 WILLIAM MACINTYRE SALTER becomes Leader of the Chicago Society. 


Born in 1853 in lowa, Dr. Salter was a former Unitarian Minister, educated at 
Yale and Harvard Divinity Schools. He joined Dr. Adler in Ethical Leadership 
with the newly formed Chicago Society and was active in civil liberties and 
problems of labor-business relations. He died in 1931, a respected Leader, and 
author in the fields of philosophy and social ethics. 


1885 Founding of the PHILADELPHIA ETHICAL SOCIETY: S. BURNS WESTON, Lecturer. 


Weston associated himself with Felix Adler in 1883. A Unitarian Minister, 
Weston educated himself for Ethical Leadership at the University of Berlin. He 
returned to help Dr. Adler found the Philadelphia Society, where he served for 
50 years. He was Editor and Publisher of the distingiushed journal, THE INTER- 
NATIONAL JOURNAL OF ETHICS, for 25 years — established by the American 
Ethical Union in 1890. Born in 1855, he died in 1936. 


Philadelphia Society begins the WORKING BOYS CLUB. 


It developed into the NEIGHBORHOOD GUILD by 1887 with Mr. Weston as 
Headworker. 


1886 Founding of the ST. LOUIS SOCIETY with WALTER L. SHELDON as its Leader. 
Mr. Sheldon was born in 1858 and died in 1907 after 21 years of Leadership 


Dated 1879 

This print is entitied: 
The Grand March of Boys and 
Girls in the Free Kindergarten 
Established by the 
Society of Ethical! Culture 
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1887 


1888 


1891 


with the Society he had helped to found. He was the author of Ethical Sunday 
School curricula available for use by liberal churches; retold Bible stories for 

_ Ethical Society uses; wrote books on duty, citizenship and a collection of Ethi- 
cal sayings of great thinkers. Sheldon pioneered in adult education with the 
organizing of the SELF-CULTURE HALLS in 1888. This idea was incorporated 
into the University of Wisconsin Extension Service — continued adult education’ 
through lectures, conferences and later, radio broadcasts. Mr. Sheldon was 
educated at Princeton and the University of Berlin. 


Dr. Stanton Coit founds THE NEIGHBORHOOD GUILD in New York City. This was 
the first Settlement House in the United States. It is today known as UNIVER- 
SITY SETTLEMENT. 


William M. Salter and Henry D. Lioyd circulate a petition for a fair trial for the 
Anarchists in the HAYMARKET affair. 


After their conviction Dr. Salter crusaded for converting of the death sentence, 
on the grounds of insufficient evidence. The Chicago Society and the activities 
of the Leader, William Salter, were so closely associated in the public mind, 
that membership in the thriving Society dwindled to about 40 and remained 
there for many years. This pointed up the problem for the Ethical Movement, 
of the “free platform” and strengthened the conviction of personal integrity for 
the speaker. The policy of the “free platform” has continued at Sunday 
Meetings. 


Founding of THE SOUTH PLACE ETHICAL SOCIETY (London). 


Stanton Coit, Percival Chubb and the philosophers, Muirhead and Bosanquet 
were associated with it. 


New York Society founds THE MOTHERS SOCIETY TO STUDY CHILD NATURE. 
It developed into THE CHILD STUDY ASSOCIATION. 


Chicago Society organizes THE BUREAU OF JUSTICE. 


This organization was a key element in the founding of THE LEGAL AID 
SOCIETY. 


St. Louis Society establishes THE SELF-CULTURE HALLS ASSOCIATION. 


THE ETHICAL RECORD, a quarterly journal is begun. 
In 1890, it was replaced by THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ETHICS, and 
again issued for a short while from 1900 to 1904. 


New York Society starts the VISITING AND TEACHING GUILD FOR CRIPPLED CHIL- 
DREN. 
THE AMERICAN ETHICAL UNION is founded: A Federation of Ethical Culture Societies. 


The AEU begins publication of THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ETHICS. 


Since the end of World War |, its publication has continued through the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 


Felix Adler, with Prof. Crawford Howell Toy of Harvard and Henry Carter Adams of 
“the University of Michigan, is founder of THE SCHOOL OF ETHICS at Plymouth, 


Massachusetts. 
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Dr. Stanton Coit Or. Henry Neumann 


The first of the bright 18862 - 1966 
young men to join Leader, 1911 - 1966 
Felix Adier 


in Ethical Leadership 


.. . Preaching is not our chief means of furthering the spread of goodness through- 
out society; we seek to help, so far as lies in our power, to change the physical and 
social environment of men, so that it shall be more favorable to a truly human life. 
One of the most potent changes we can effect is in providing people with fellowship 
in such Societies as ours. But this change of spiritual environment must be accom- 
panied by physical, economic and intellectual reforms such as only the whole com- 
munity can effect. We expect the members of our Societies, by helping in these 
reforms, to do more for the community than the current morality of the day demands. 


Stanton Coit 
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1892 


1893 


1895 


This School ran from 1891 through 1895 and created the common ground for 
a close association with the Ethical Movement of such people as Williain 
James, Jane Addams and Josiah Royce. 


Founding of the WEST LONDON ETHICAL SOCIETY with Dr. Stanton Coit as its Leader. 


BERLIN SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE is organized. DR. WILHELM FOERSTER 
iS associated. 
Dr. Foerster was a well-known Astronomer and Head of the Royal Observatory 
in Berlin. 


M. M. MANGASARIN becomes Leader of the Chicago Society. 


He was a former Congregationalist Minister, then Presbyterian. Mr. Manga- 
Ssarian was born in 1859 and died in 1943. He served the Chicago Society for 
the five years 1892 to 1897. 


Chicago Society . participates in the founding of THE WORLD CONGRESS OF 
RELIGION. 


Founding of the INTERNATIONAL ETHICAL MOVEMENT. 
The first meeting was held at Eisenach in Germany. 


St. Louis Society: The Self-Culture Halls Association is separately incorporated. 


DR. JOHN LOVEJOY ELLIOTT becomes associated with the Ethical Movement as a 
Leader in the New York Society. 


Dr. Elliott was born in 1868 in Illinois and educated at Cornell University and 
in Germany. He used his “religious” faith in “the power in people to make life 
over” to create HUDSON GUILD SETTLEMENT HOUSE. He struggled against 
child labor and its destructive qualities. He worked for city housing projects 
for slum-clearance; for public health stations; for organizing a cooperative 
food store that served the dual purpose: a cheaper food supply and having 
people gain the self-respect that comes from working with others. He started 
(with others) THE SCHOOL FOR PRINTERS APPRENTICES, unusual in that it 
was supported and controlled by both employers and printers. — The SCHOOL 
is now part of the New York City Public School System. Elliott worked for politi- 
cal reform with Mayor LaGuardia; for social justice in individual causes; for 
refugee integration into American life with Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. In his 
honor The Chelsea Public Housing Project is now called THE ELLIOTT HOUSES. 
And soon after his death in 1942, the United States Government gave his name 
to one of the Liberty ships that served during World War Il. 


PROF. FREDERICK JODL founds THE VIENNA ETHICAL SOCIETY. 


Felix Adler joins with Reverend Edgar Gardner Murphy and others in the formation 
of the NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE. 


THE WORKINGMAN’S SCHOOL becomes THE ETHICAL CULTURE SCHOOL. 


The HURLY BURLIES is organized by John L. Elliott in the Chelsea Area of New 
York City. 


This group became HUDSON GUILD SETTLEMENT in 1897. 
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1896 


1897 


1898 


1900 


1901 


1902 


1903 


American Ethical Union begins publication of the ETHICAL ADDRESSES. 
The publication was produced annually for 20 years. 


MILWAUKEE ETHICAL SOCIETY is founded. 


Founding of THE ENGLISH ETHICAL UNION: A Federation of English Ethical Societies. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ETHICAL SOCIETIES is organized: its headquarters in 
Zurich with Prof. Wilhelm Foerster as Secretary. 


Incorporation of THE HUDSON GUILD as a Settlement House. 
RUDOLPH PENZIG is appointed Lecturer to the Berlin Society. 


Penzig prepared for the Protestant Ministry at the Universities of Breslau and 
Halle. He was a teacher, expelled from the Berlin School system for refusing 
to teach sectarian religion. Dr. Penzig joined Dr. Foerster as Lecturer with the 
Berlin Society and remained there until his death just prior to World War li. He 
was an author in the field of ethics. 


Founding of THE DOWN-TOWN ETHICAL SOCIETY in New York City. 
This Society later grew into MADISON HOUSE Settlement. 


Chicago Society founds THE HENRY BOOTH SETTLEMENT HOUSE. 


DAVID S. MUZZEY is associated with the Ethical Movement. 


Born in 1870, he died in 1965. Dr. Muzzey was Leader Emeritus of the New 
York Society and of the Westchester Society. He was Prof. of History at Colum- 
bia University from 1923 until his retirement in 1950. For some years, he was 
Editor of THE STANDARD; author of a number of public school history text- 
books; and the author of ETHICS AS A RELIGION. 


DR. NATHANIEL SCHMIDT becomes associated with the Chicago Society at about 
this time and is in residence at its Henry Booth House. 
Dr. Schmidt was a member of the Fraternity of Leaders. He worked at the 
American School of Archeology in Jerusalem; taught Semitic Languages and 
Oriental History at Colgate and Cornell Universities. Dr. Schmidt was an author 
and scholar in the field of comparative religion. Born in 1862, Dr. Schmidt 
died in 1939. 


New York Society establishes CAMP FELICIA. 
It is Known, today, as Camp MADISON-FELICIA. 

St. Louis Society establishes THE COLORED PEOPLES SELF IMPROVEMENT FEDER- 
ATION. 


New York Society starts THE MANHATTAN TRADE SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 


It was later taken over by the City as part of the New York Public School 
System. 


OR. WILHELM BOERNER is appointed Leader to the Vienna Society. 
Felix Adler becomes Professor of Political and Social Ethics at Columbia University. 


Felix Adler is a founding member of the COMMITTEE OF FIFTEEN — for the ending 
of political misrule in New York City. 
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1904 


1905 


1906 


1907 


ANNA GARLIN SPENCER is appointed Associate Leader in New York Society. 


Mrs. Spencer was a former Unitarian Minister. She directed the Ethical Move- 
ment’s Summer School of Ethics at the University of Wisconsin from 1908 to 
1911. She taught sociology and was active in social work. When she left Asso- 
ciate Leadership in the Ethical Movement in 1913, Mrs. Spencer became 
Assistant Director of the New York School of Philanthropy which is now part 
of Columbia University as The Graduate School of Social Work. Born in Massa- 
chusetts, Mrs. Spencer died in 1931. 


GEORGE O’DELL becomes assistant to Stanton Coit in the West London Society. 
Born in England in 1874, Mr. O'Dell assisted Dr. Coit in The English Ethical 
Movement until 1913 when he came to the United States to work for the 
American Movement. in 1914, under the direction of Dr. Adler and The Ameri- 
can Ethical Union, Mr. O'Dell started the monthly publication THE STANDARD, 
(later it became THE ETHICAL OUTLOOK). From 1913 until his retirement in 
1947, O'Dell was Field Secretary for the AEU, then he returned to England 
where he died in 1957. 


MORRIS RAPHAEL COHEN starts the HARVARD ETHICAL SOCIETY. 


New York Society: BLYTHEDALE, a@ summer home for crippled children is founded 
at Hawthorne, New York. 


Felix Adier is leader in the founding of THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMISSION. 
He was the Chairman from its inception in 1904 until 1921. 


Felix Adler establishes THE PHILOSOPHY CLUB OF FACULTY at Columbia University 
and Union Theological Seminary. 
At present Johns Hopkins, Princeton and Yale Universities have also been 
included in the Club. 


Chicago Society: THE BUREAU OF JUSTICE merges with THE WOMEN’S AND CHIL- 
DREN'S PROTECTIVE AGENCY and becomes THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY. 


Philadelphia Society starts THE SOUTHWARK NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE. 


BROOKLYN ETHICAL CULTURE SOCIETY is founded with LESLIE W. SPRAGUE as its 
Leader. 


ALFRED W. MARTIN is appointed Associate Leader with New York Society. 

Mr. Martin, born in 1862, educated at McGill University and Harvard Divinity 
School, was a Unitarian Minister, Unable to remain in the Unitarian Ministry, 
he built up The Free Church of Tacoma, Washington, and later another in 
Seattle. He joined Dr. Adler as Leader in the New York Society and died in 
‘Leadership there in 1932. Martin made as his special fields of interest, the 
study of comparative religions. He had a deep interest in poetry, music and 
art and lectured on these and on comparative religion, and was considered an 
author and scholar in this field. 


Summer Conference on Ethical Studies is held at Glenmore, New Jersey. 
DR. HENRY MOSKOWITZ becomes associated with the Leadership in New York 
Society. 
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As a young boy, he had been part of Stanton Coit’s youth group at the Neigh- 
borhood Settlement (University Settlement). Under Felix Adier’s influence, he 
was instrumental in starting the Down-Town Ethical Society and in becoming 
active in social welfare work: tenement house reform, labor mediation, indus- 
trial legislation. He was later appointed Civil Service Commissioner in New 
York City. 


1908 American Ethical Union organizes the SUMMER SCHOOL OF ETHICS at Madison, 
Wisconsin with Anna Garlin Spencer as its Director. i 


Felix Adler is appointed Roosevelt Exchange Professor at the University of Berlin. 


Felix Adier, with the help of GUSTAV SPILLER of the English Movement, is the 
founder of the first INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON MORAL EDUCATION. 
it was planned to examine “the common moral need of the age . . . how could 
history and geography be taught without instilling the poison of national hate 
and false pride?” This Conference was the first in a series in this search, held 
at four year intervals under independent sponsorship unti! 1936. Representa- 
tives came from governments in 13 countries including United States, France, 
italy, Great Britain, Russia, Spain, Japan. 


Gustav Spiller was another of the young men that Stanton Coit helped in edu- 
cating himseif for Ethical Leadership. He was a printer, by trade, and later an 
author in the fields of philosophy and psychology. Spiller was active in the 
work of the English Ethical Union. At the time of his death, he was working 
in Geneva for the ICO, a specialized agency of the League of Nations. He 
worked with Dr. Adier to organize the first RACES CONGRESS as well as the 
CONGRESS ON MORAL EDUCATION. 


1909 ‘National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is started. 


Dr. Henry Moskowitz and writers, Mary Ovington White and William English 

Walling held an informal meeting to discuss “the spirit of the abolitionists.” 

From this meeting, organization of the NAACP was started with the active ’ 
participation of John Lovejoy Elliott, Anna Garlin Spencer, William M. Salter 

and Dr. Moskowitz of the Ethical Culture Movement. 


Felix Adler is appointed Chairman of the Arbitration Committee of the Garment 
industry. 


Candie and Soap Making 
Grade 23 Ethical Culture 
School, 1907. 


Dr. Adier believed that 

manual training and 

“learning by doing” 
was a vital part of 
good educational planning. 
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1911 Felix Adier convenes the INTERNATIONAL RACES CONGRESS in London. 


This was also the first in a series of international congresses held at regular 
intervals. It was an attempt to bring about better relations between East and 
West, between the people of different colors in the world, to air the bitter . 
resentments between them. 


PERCIVAL CHUBB becomes Leader in the St. Louis Society. 


He was born in England in 1860 and became acquainted with the Ethical 
Movement through Stanton Coit and the South Place Ethical Society. With 
Thomas Davidson and Havelock Ellis, he helped organize The Fabian Society 
there. On coming to this country, he taught English at Brooklyn's Manual 
Training High School and then in the Ethical Culture Schools, introducing the 
art of drama and literature for enjoyment. He was Editor of THE ETHICAL 
RECORD and became Leader of the St. Louis Society in 1911, where he served 
until his retirement in 1932. He was then AEU President for a number of 
years. Mr. Chubb died in 1960. 


DOR. HENRY NEUMANN is appointed Leader to the Brooklyn Society. 


Dr. Neumann was associated with the Ethical Movement as a very young man 
in 1902. He was Leader to the Brooklyn Society from 1911 to 1957 and was 
its Leader Emeritus. He was an Instructor of Education and English Literature 
at C.C.N.Y. prior to his Leadership; had been Assistant Head Worker at Madi- 
son House; worked actively for peace in the world and for many civic organiza- 
tions. Dr. Neumann became Chairman Ementus of the Fraternity of Leaders, 
Leader in the New York Society and was Editor of THE ETHICAL OUTLOOK. He 
was educated at C.C.N.Y., New York and Columbia University; an aui..or of a 
number of books on Ethical Culture and Education. Dr. Neumann died in 1966 
at the age of 84. 


1912 New York Society and Hudson Guild — John L. Elliott — found THE COOPERATIVE 
PRINTING SCHOOL FOR APPRENTICES. 


1913 HORACE J. BRIDGES is appointed Leader to the Chicago Society. - 


Mr. Bridges was Leader to the Chicago Society from 1913 until his retirement 
in the 1940's. He had joined the West London Society in 1899 after leaving the 
Church of England. Bridges was a workingman with little formal education 
when he became a student of Stanton Coit’s and became active in the early 
development of socialism in England through the Fabian Society. in 1919 he 


Teacher Training Class 
An “essentiai” 

in the Workingman’s and 
Ethical Culture School 
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1915 
1916 
1917 


1917 
1918 


1918 


1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 


became President of the Urban League in Chicago, after helping to start it. He 
was a prolific writer in the ethical field. 


NEWARK SOCIETY is begun with the help of George O'Dell. 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE SOCIETY is started. 
Hudson Guild sponsors The Chelsea Mode! Tenement Houses. 


John L. Elliott serves with Norman Thomas, Roger Baldwin, John Haynes Holmes 
and others on the CIVIL LIBERTIES BUREAU which they expanded into THE 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION after the end of World War |. 


Chicago Society joins in the founding of THE CHICAGO URBAN LEAGUE. 


Founding of Societies in GRAND RAPIDS and DETROIT in Michigan, and one in 
SCRANTON, Pennsylvania. 


New York Society and Mid-Town Ethical Culture School join in starting the SUMMER 
PLAY SCHOOL. 


John L. Elliott is elected President of The National Federation of Settlements. 


BOSTON ETHICAL SOCIETY is founded. 
Hudson Guild Farm is established to continue pioneer work in Family Camping. 


Brooklyn Society starts the BROOKLYN ETHICAL CULTURE SCHOOL. 


HARRY SNELL of the English Ethical Union is elected to Parliament as a Labor 


Party member. 

Snell was born in 1865 and died in 1944. He started working as a farm laborer 
at the age of ten, became a bricklayer’s assistant, and then, through the influ- 
ence of liberal religion began to educate himself, informally. He joined the 
London Ethical Society at its beginnings and became a lecturer there soon 
after. During World War |, he served as Chaplain for conscientious objectors 
to military service. In 1929 Snell was one of a Commission sent to Palestine 
to investigate hostility between Arabs and Jews. And in 1931 he was raised to 
the Peerage and then served in the House of Lords and on The London Town 
Council. He died serving the Ethical Movement in the honored post of Chair- 
man of the Council of the British Ethical Union. 


Our Ethical Leaders — About 1910 


From left to right 
S$. Burns Weston 
William Salter 
Percival Chubb 
Dr. Adier 

Anna Gartin Spencer 
Alfred Martin 
David Muzzey 
Charies Zueblin 
Leslie Sprague 
John Ettiott 


Dr. Elliott arbitrates a labor dispute in the printing trades. 


1923 ALGERNON D. BLACK is associated with the New York Society. 


Mr. Black is Senior Leader of the New York Society for Ethical Culture (Staff 
member since 1923; elected Leader 1934); Charman of the Board of Leaders 
(1945-1953). Founder and Educational Director ENCAMPMENT FOR CITIZEN- 

" SHIP (1946-1964). Director, Encampment New York City 1959 and first 

Encampment in Puerto Rico, 1961. He is Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE AGAINST DISCRIMINATION IN HOUSING (1950-); a 
Vice-President and Member of the Board of Directors, National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (1950-); Member of the Board of Direc- 
tors, American Civil Liberties Union, Citizens’ Committee for Children, Ameri- 
can Scenic and Historic Preservation Society, Workers’ Defense League, The 
Public Affairs Committee. Experience includes: Chairman Department of Ethics 
(1934-66) and teacher, Ethical Culture Schools (1924-66); Headworker, Madi- 
son House Settlement (1926-1930); Formerly associated with Hudson Guild 
Settlement, 1923; Co-Charman, City-Wide Citizens’ Committee on Harlem 
(1941-47); Teacher of Economics, School for Printers’ Apprentices (1924- 
1938); Arbitrator, Labor cases, American Arbitration Association (Worid War 
li), Broadcasts: Over 25 years on WQXR-Radio, New York Society Sunday 
Meeting broadcasts; Radio Commentator (1942-53): “Ethical issues in the 
News” weekly on WQXR and “Equal Justice Under Law” on WMCA. 


Publications: THE FIRST BOOK OF ETHICS in the “First Books” series for 
children and youth. Publisher: Franklin Watts, inc., 1965; THE YOUNG CITI- 
ZENS Frederick Ungar Co., 1962; “Should | Marry Outside My Religion?” 
Public Affairs Pamphlet #204; “Who's My Neighbor?” Public Affairs Pamphiet 
#273; “Ethical Culture: A Living Faith for Modern Man” published by the New 
York Society for Ethical Culture; “Our Moral Heritage in a Worid Without God,” 
the Annual Felix Adler Lecture 1964. 


Citations and Awards: Citation for Distinguished Citizenship and Exceptional 
Service from the City of New York, 1963; Tribute from the National Associa- 
tion of Intergroup Relations Officials, 1963; Housing Award from the Urban 
League of Greater New York, 1964; John Lovejoy Elliott Award, 1961. 


Ethical Culture School Camp is started at Cooperstown, New York. 


HENRY J. GOLDING comes from England to work as Leader in the New York Society. 
Born in England, he.worked in the British Civil Service and became Manager 
of a large insurance company. He left his successful business career to devote 
himself to the work of the Ethical Movement. Golding had been a visiting Lec- 
turer to the Ethical Societies in London and had been associated with a number 
of progressive Movements during this time. He died — a young man, in 1931 — 
while in Leadership with the New York Society. 


1924 Chicago Society appoints a COMMITTEE ON NARCOTICS. 
Dr. Felix Adler is appointed Hibbert Lecturer at Oxford University. 
Dr. David S. Muzzey becomes Leader to the Westchester Ethical Society. 


1925 Philadelphia Society purchases farm land for a summer camp for Southwark Neigh- 
borhood House. 
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1927 


1928 


1929 


1931 


1932 


1933 


1934 


1936 


1937 


1938 


The cornertsone is laid for FIELDSTON SCHOOL. 


DR. V. T. THAYER is appointed Director of the Ethical Culture Schools. 


Dr. Thayer is a member of the Fraternity of Leaders. He was Principal of the 
Ethical Culture High School; Professor of Secondary Education at Ohio State 
University, then in 1928 became Director of the Ethical Culture Schools until! 
1948. Dr. Thayer is a distinguished author and a scholar in the fields of Edu- 
cation and Church-State Relations. 


Felix Adler is given the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters by Columbia University. 


Antioch College confers the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Humane Letters on S. 
Burns Weston. 


Henry J. Golding dies in Leadership with the New York Society. 


Algernon D. Black is appointed Leader in the New York Society. 
Alfred W. Martin dies. 


Felix Adler dies. 


J. HUTTON HYND becomes Leader to the St. Louis Society. 


in 1950, on retirement after 17 years of service with the American Movement, 
Mr. Hynd returned to England to become Secretary to the South Place Ethical 
Society in London. Mr. Hynd had been educated for the ministry in Scotland, 
where he again resides in semi-retirement. 


W. EDWIN COLLIER is appointed to Leadership in the Philadelphia Society. 


Mr. Collier was Leader to the Philadelphia Society until 1953 and is a member 
of the Fraternity of Leaders. While active in Philadelphia affairs, he was Secre- 
tary of the Marriage Council, a Board member of Philadelphia's United Nations 
Council. 


S. Burns Weston dies. 


JEROME NATHANSON is appointed to Fellowship with the New York Society. 


Mr. Nathanson is now Chairman of the Fraternity of Leaders and has been 
Director of the Institute for Ethical Leadership since 1962. A member of the 
Board of Directors of the International Humanist and Ethical Union from 1952 
to 1962; Chairman of the Conference on Science and Democracy from 1943 to 


1946; Chairman of the New York Committee to Abolish Capital Punishment; 


Mr. Nathanson is a member of the Advisory Council of the New York Chapter 
of the Americans for Democratic Action. 


Mr. Nathanson is a member of the Board of Leaders of New York Society. 


a 
John Elliott starts the GOOD NEIGHBOR COMMITTEE — a cooperative effort to assist 
refugees. 


The Felix Adler Annual Lecture series is begun in New York. 


Such men as Prof. John Dewey, Prof. H. J. Randall, Jr.. A. A. Berle and Dr. 
Gerald Wendt have participated. 


| 


_, . It is my firm belief that the questions of relief and what is called welfare-work 
never will be properly solved or effectively handled, until the people themseives 
from the poorer districts are brought in to the work of making the decisions. This 
great moral force is not brought enough into play or given effect; local public spirit 
must be given opportunity for participation in those problems which most affect the 
people who live in that locality. Until we get the cooperation of the men and women 
who know the conditions from the inside, until we give them the resonsibility and 
power in regard to the institutions and the rulings that govern public organizations, 
we will never get the first-hand knowledge and experience on which decisions should 


be based. 
John Lovejoy Elliott 


John Lovejoy Eltiott 
18668 - 1942 
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1939 


1940 
1941 


1942 


1943 


1944 


1945 


1946 


John Elliott goes to Germany to secure the release of his colleagues, Drs. Wilhelm 
Boerner and Walter Eckstein, Leaders of the Vienna Society who had been 
imprisoned by the Nazis. 

New York Society and Hudson Guild start a work camp. 

This led to the founding of the Associated Junior Work Camps and Work Camps 
for Democracy. 


The Good Neighbor Committee becomes an encompassing Movement for helping 
refugees with economic assistance, language and work training classes. 


This cooperative effort with various other agencies centered its work in the 
New York Society Meeting House under the Directorship of James Hart of the 
New York Society Staff. 


Jerome Nathanson becomes Leader in New York Society. 


Good Neighbor Committee National Conference at Hyde Park — Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt becomes an active participant. 


Dr. John Lovejoy Elliott dies. 
John Lovejoy ELLIOTT INSTITUTE for Adult Education is started in New York. 


CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND DEMOCRACY is held in New York with Jerome 
Nathanson as Chairman — as he also was in 1944 and 1945. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. ETHICAL SOCIETY is started. 
LOS ANGELES ETHICAL SOCIETY is founded with DR. ARTHUR E. BRIGGS as its 


Leader. 
Dr. Briggs is a practicing attorney and was ordained as a Unitarian Minister. 
He was educated at Kansas City University and the University of Southern 


California. 


ESSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY ETHICAL SOCIETY is founded. 


New York City Housing Authority begins the building of the JOHN L. ELLIOTT 
HOUSES in the Chelsea area. 


Establishment of the ENCAMPMENT FOR CITIZENSHIP under the Directorship and 
Leadership of Algernon D. Black and Henry B. Herman of New York Society. 
Mrs. Alice K. Politzer takes an active role in its founding. 


Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Honorary 
Sponsor of the Encampment for 
Citizenship, with Mrs. Alice K. “Nanny” 
Politzer celebrating Nanny’'s birthday at 
an Encampment Dinner. 
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1947 


1948 


1949 


1950 


HENRY B. HERMAN is appointed Leader with the New York Society. 


Mr. Herman was Leader in New York unti! 1955 when he became Leader of 
the Westchester Society, returning to New York Society in 1960. He was Chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees of the National Child Labor Committee and the 
National Committee on the Employment of Youth; Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee of the National Committee for the Education of Migrant Children; 
Board member of the Executive Committee of the Lincoln Square Community 
Council, of the Committee on Urban Development of the Community Service 
Society of New York, of the Committee on the Problems of the Aging of the 
Community Council of New York; Administrator of the Board of Leaders of 
the New York Society; Chairman of the special Fraternity Commission of the 
Fraternity of Leaders and the AEU Commission on Race and Equality. Mr. 
Herman is now associated with the University of Wisconsin. 


American Ethical Union: The National Women’s Conference is accorded to the 
Department of Public Information of the United Nations as part of its Non- 
Governmental Organizations observer - program. 


The American Ethical Union is incorporated in New York State. 


Dr. GEORGE BEAUCHAMP becomes Leader to the Washington Society. 
Dr. Beauchamp was Leader there until his retirement in 1957 when he founded 
the Kissimmee Fellowship in Florida and assumed its Leadership. He is Pro- 
fessor of English at the University of South Florida and was Professor of 
Speech at Manchester College; a staff member of the American Council of 
Education; Consultant to the Veterans Administration. Dr. Beauchamp was 
educated at Indiana University, the University of Michigan and Northwestern 
University. 

JAMES F. HORNBACK is appointed Leader of the Westchester Society. 
Now Leader of the St. Louis Society, Mr. Hornback had been Leader in the 
Westchester Society from 1947 to 1951. For a number of years he has been 
an Executive member of the St. Louis Civil Liberties Committee and Citizens 
Committee for Family Planning through Public Health Services; on the Advis- 
ory Board of the United World Federalists as well as St. Louis POAU, SANE; 
a Board member of the American Humanist Association and international 
Humanist and Ethical Union; St. Louis Area Secretary of the American Veterans 
Committee. He was educated at Central Methodist College with additional! 
study at the University of Chicago and Columbia University. 


BALTIMORE SOCIETY for Ethical Culture is founded. 


New York Society: Summer Play School joins with Riverside Neighborhood Center to 
form RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTER. 


Dr. Wilhelm Boerner returns to Europe to rebuild the Vienna Society. 


LONG ISLAND SOCIETY for Ethical Culture is founded with DR. SHELDON ACKLEY 
as Leader. 
Dr. Ackley was Leader to the Long Island Society until 1959. He is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the New York Civil Liberties Union; anda former 
Lecturer in Philosophy at Gettysburg College, Bates College and Boston Uni- 
versity. Dr. Ackley was educated at De Pauw University, Boston University and 
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Harvard Divinity School. At present, he is assistant to the President of New si 
York University. 


DR. HORACE L. FRIESS becomes associated with New York Society as Leader. 


Dr. Friess was Chairman of the Department of Religion at Columbia University | 
and retired in 1966 as Joseph L. Buttenweiser Professor of Human Relations. 
He is an author and scholar in the field of philosophy and religion. Dr. Friess | 
was educated at Columbia University. From 1959 through 1961, he was the 
Educational Director of the Institute of Ethical Leadership and continues with 
Leadership Training. 


American Ethical Union begins its Member-at-Large program. 
RIVERDALE-YONKERS SOCIETY is organized. 
Ethical Culture SOCIETY OF NORTHERN WESTCHESTER is founded. 


DR. ALEXANDER S. LANGSDORF becomes Acting Leader to the St. Louis Society, 
from 1950 through 1951. Dr. Langsdorf is a member of the Fraternity of 
Leaders. He is Dean Emeritus of the Schools of Engineering and Architecture 
of Washington University; a member of the Executive Board of the Metropolitan 
Pian Association of Greater St. Louis; was President of the Greater St. Louis 
Committee on Nuclear Information; formerly President of the St. Louis Society. 
Dr. Langsdorf was educated at Washington University and Cornell. 


1951 American Ethical Union becomes a member of the National Civil Liberties Clearing 
House. 


DR. LAWRENCE K. FRANK is appointed Leader with the New York Society. 


Dr. Frank is the former Director of the Caroline Zachery Institute of Human . 
Devolpment and the author of works in social psychology and adolescent psy- 
chology. He left Leadership in New York to return to teaching. | 


New York Board of Leaders About 1948 


From left to right: Henry Herman, George O'Dell, Henry Neumann, 
David Muzzey, Jerome Nathanson, Algernon D. Biack, V. T. Thayer, Robert Kohn 
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1952 CLEVELAND SOCIETY for Ethical Culture is organized. 
PITTSBURGH SOCIETY is founded. 
MIAMI, FLORIDA SOCIETY is started. 


| R. LESTER MONDALE is appointed Leader in the Philadelphia Society. 


| Mr. Mondale is a member of the Fraternity of Leaders. He served as Phila- 
delphia’s Leader from 1952 through 1959; is one of the original signers of the 
Humanist Manifesto of 1933. He served in the Unitarian Ministry from 1929 to 
1952 and again after 1959 until his retirement. He was educated at Hamlin 
University and Harvard Divinity School. 


WALTER PEDERSON is appointed Leader to the Westchester Society. 


Mr. Pederson served as Leader there until! 1955 and then became Leader to 
the Cleveland Society until 1957. Prior to coming to Ethical Leadership, Mr. 
Pederson had been in the Unitarian Ministry to which he returned in 1957. He 
died shortly after in 1958. 


INTERNATIONAL HUMANIST AND ETHICAL UNION has its first Congress in Amster- 
dam, Holland. 


Those countries involved: United States, Great Britain, India, Holland, Austria, 
Norway; groups from France, Belgium, Germany, Israel, Japan, Italy, Ceylon, 
Yugoslavia, New Zealand, Canada. Among those men actively involved were: 
H. J. Blackham, Julian Huxley, Lord Boyd Orr of England; M. N. Roy of India; 
Van Praag of Holland; Kar! Roretz of Austria; H. J. Muller of the United States. 


1953 BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY SOCIETY for Ethical Culture is founded. 
VINELAND FELLOWSHIP is organized. 


DR. MATTHEW IES SPETTER is associated with the Ethical Movement. 


He became Associate Leader to Dr. Henry Neumann and the Brooklyn Society. 
in 1955, he-was appointed Leader to the Riverdale-Yonkers Society. He serves 
on the AEU Leadership Committee and Leadership Training Committee of the 
Fraternity: was Faculty member of the Leadership Institute in 1960, 1961 and 


Headquarters of the IHEU 
Erasmus House, Utrecht, Holland 


- mong the officers of the IHEU: 
Sidney Scheuer, New York Society 
is the Treasurer and a member of 
the Execuitve Committee; Howard 
Radest, AEU Executive Director, 

is a member of the Board of 
Directors; J. P. vanPraag of Holland 
and H. J. Blarkham of Engiand are 
the Chairman and Secretary respec- 
tively of the Executive Committee. 
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1954 


1955 


1956 


1964: an AEU Delegate to the IHEU Congresses in London and-Oslo; an 
instructor in the Ethics Department of the Ethical Culture Schools; is the 
author of THE COURAGE TO STAND ALONE and HUMANIST MANIFESTO FOR 
PEACE. Dr. Spetter is active in Westchester Fair Housing; the Weapons Control 
Group for Disarmament; N@w York State Committee for Abolition of Capital 
Punishment: was Founder of the Riverdale Mental Health Clinic, Riverdale 
Human Rights Committee; on the Executive Committee of the Hudson Valley 
Planned Parenthood Center and Westchester Society for Performing Arts. He 
frequently broadcasts for the Dutch Humanist Radio. Dr. Spetter was educated 
at Amsterdam City University, at Leicester University, England (in social psy- 
chology) and has his doctorate in Philosophy. 


HENRY AUSTIN is. appointed Leader to the Essex Society. 


Mr. Austin was Leader there until 1957 when he took over Leadership of the 
Brooklyn Society. in 1959, he became Leader to the Long Island Society. This 
position he resigned in 1964 and now heads a boys school. Mr. Austin was 
formerly the Executive Director of the United World Federalists of New Jersey. 
He served on the staff and as Director of the Encampment for Citizenship. 
Educated at Rutgers University and the Union Theological Seminary, Mr. Austin 
held pastorates in the Methodist Ministry. 


American Ethical Union founds the NATIONAL ETHICAL YOUTH ORGANIZATION 
(NEYO). 


SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT SOCIETY is founded. 
FOOTHILL, CALIFORNIA SOCIETY for Ethical Culture is started. 
SUBURBAN PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY is founded. 


METROPOLITAN COUNCIL OF LEADERS is organized. 


BENJAMIN MILLER becomes a Leader with the New York Society. 


Mr. Miller is Associate Editor of the SOCIALIST CALL and a member of the 
National Committee for SANE Nuclear Policy. Formerly, he taught philosophy 
and sociology at Stephens College and the University of Vermont. Mr. Miller 
was an Episcopal clergyman from 1941 to 1953. Educated at Occidental College 
and the Pacific School of Religion with additional study at Yale Divinity School 
and the University of Southern California. Mr. Miller left Leadership in the 
Ethical Movement and is teaching philosophy at Lake Erie College. 


Washington Society Tax Court Case: The problem is one of re-assessment of the 
Society Meeting House as a place of worship. 


HOWARD B. RADEST is appointed Leader with the Bergen Society. 


Mr. Radest is now Executive Director of the AEU, after eight years of Leader- 
ship with the Bergen Society. He was the founder and Director of Camp Elliott 
from 1962 through 1964. He was a member of the Bergen County Mental 
Health Board, appointed by the Board of Freeholders. Formerly, he was Presi- 
dent of the Bergen County Council of Social Agencies; a member of the Bergen 
County Clergy Committee; Bergen County Planned Parenthood Association; 
Clergy Committee, SANE Nuclear Policy chapters in Bergen County; was 


Treasurer of the New Jersey Welfare Council, Chairman of the Ethics Com--- 
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mittee of the Health and Welfare Council of Bergen County; Chairman of the 
New Jersey Human Reiations Committee. Mr. Radest was educated at Colum- 
bia University and the New School for Social Research. 


DR. JOSEPH L. BLAU is elected to Ethical Leadership and Membership in the 
Fraternity of Leaders. 


Dr. Biau is Professor of Religion at Columbia University. While on sabbatical 
leave in 1961 - 1962, he was designated Visiting Scholar in Residence at the 
Blaisdell Institute for the Study of Worid Religions and Culture—in Clare- 
mont, California. Formerly, Or. Blau taught in the New York City High Schools. 
He is an author and scholar in the field of American philosophic and religious 
thought; was Executive Secretary to the Conference on Jewish Relations in 
1946 - 1947; was Chairman of the Metropolitan New York American Studies 
Association in 1953 - 1954. He was educated at Columbia University. 


THE STANDARD becomes THE ETHICAL OUTLOOK. 


Washington Society Tax Case: The Court of Appeals upholds the position of the 
Washington Society as a religious body. 


American Ethical Union and member Societies set up a defense fund for the 
Washington Society. 


Bergen Society, as parent organization, helps to organize the ROCKLAND COUNTY 
Ethical Fellowship. 


George O'Dell dies in England. 
International Humanist and Ethical Union holds its Second Congress in London. 


WEST LOS ANGELES SOCIETY is founded. 


WALTER LAWTON is appointed Leader to the Northern Westchester Society. 


Mr Lawton was a former President of the Northern Westchester Society and 
its founder. He was part-time Leader of Queens Society from 1961 to 1963. 
He was Secretary of the Fraternity of Leaders, Leader-Advisor to the National 
Membership Committee of the AEU and Field Worker for the AEU Commission 
on Race and Equality. He served on the Staff of Riverside Community Center 
in New York City and served as Director of Activities of the Hawthorne Cedar 
Knolls School. Formerly in the Baptist Ministry, Mr. Lawton was educated at 
the University of Chicago, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and Colum- 
bia University. He served as Leader-at-Large of the AEU from 1262 to 1964 
and is now Leader of the Chicago Society. 


DOUGLAS FRAZIER becomes Leader to the West Los Angeles and Foothill Societies. 


In 1964, Mr. Frazier became Leader to the Bergen Society. He had also been 
Leader of the new San Fernando Valley Society from 1962 to 1964. Mr. Frazier 
was educated at St. Lawrence University and did graduate work at Brown and 
Howard Universities. He served Unitarian-Univeralist parishes from 1933 to 
1958 when he joined the Ethical Movement. He was a Board member of the 
Civil Liberties Union of Southern California and on the Advisory Committee 
of the United Civil Rights Committee. Mr. Frazier is now a member of the 
Bergen County Mental Health Board, appointed by the Board of Freeholders. 


SANTA BARBARA Ethical Fellowship is founded. 
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1959 


1960 


KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA Fellowship is started. 


DAVID NORTON is appointed Associate Leader in the St. Louis Society. 


Mr. Norton served in St. Louis until 1962 when he became Leader to the Bos- 
ton Society. He was educated with a degree in engineering and a Master's 
Degree in philosophy, at Washington University. He was Vice-President of the 
St. Louis Chapter of the A.D.A. and was on the Executive Board of the Civil 
Liberties Union of Massachusetts. Mr. Norton is now associated with the 
philosophy department of the University of Delaware. 


Encampment for Citizenship initiates a Second Encampment at Berkeley, Cal. 


WEST COAST COUNCIL for Ethical Culture is organized. 


It includes the West Los Angeles, Foothill, Los Angeles and Santa Barbara 
Societies. 


Walter Pederson dies. 


American Ethical Union: The Fraternity of Leaders organizes the lst INSTITUTE 
for ETHICAL LEADERSHIP under the direction of Dr. Horace L. Friess. The 
Institute was held at Columbia University. 


FELLOWSHIP of ETHICAL PACIFISTS is organized. 


EDWARD L. ERICSON is appointed Leader to the Washington Society. 


Mr. Ericson is a member of the Administrative Committee of the National 
Civil Liberties Clearing House; of the National Executive Committee of the 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights; of the Planning Committee of the 
National Workshop for Religious Liberals; of the Coordinating Committee of 
the Greater Washington Area Turn Toward Peace. He was ordained in 1954 
and served from 1954 to 1959 with pastorates in the Unitarian Church. Mr. 
Ericson was educated at Stetson University with a Bachelor of Divinity Degree 
from Starr King School. In the Summer of 1964, Mr. Ericson participated in 
a Churchmen’s Tour of Religious Centers in Europe in both Communist and 
non-Communist countries. This was sponsored by the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation as a serious study group to consider ways of reducing international 
tension and for increasing a more ecumenical spirit. 


PRINCETON ETHICAL FELLOWSHIP is founded. 
QUEENS ETHICAL FELLOWSHIP is started. 


New York Society’s Women’s Conference is a major participant in the development 
of the Planned Parenthood Clinic in Manhattan’s Upper West Side. 


National Women’s Conference publishes its report on THE RELIGIOUS FACTOR IN 
ADOPTION. 


DR. BARBARA RAINES is appointed Associate Leader to the West Coast Council 
for Ethical Culture. 


Dr. Raines was Leader of Foothill and West Los Angeles Societies and Leader- 
Advisor to the West Coast Council. She was Chairman of the Educational 
Advisory Council of the Sequoyah School; was founder and lst President of 
the Foothill Society. Dr. Raines was educated at Hunter College, Columbia 
University and has her doctorate in physics from Bryn Mawr with teaching 


24 \ 


| 
| 
| 


1962 


1963 


experience at Hunter, Bryn Mawr and Occidental College in physics, mathe- 
matics and astronomy. Dr. Raines has returned to college education, and is 
now Dean at Mark Hopkins University in Vermont. 


HOWARD BOX is appointed Leader to the Brooklyn Society. 


Mr. Box is a graduate of Brothers College, Drew University and of Yale Divinity 
School. He was a Unitarian Minister in Ottawa, Canada, before entering the 
Ethical Movement. An Honorary Chairman of a local Committee for SANE, 
Mr. Box is a member of the United World Federalists; is on the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Civil Rights in Metropolitan New York and the Conference on Quality 
Integrated Education. He is especially interested in the development of art and 
music in the Ethical Movement; Chairman of the Board of the Brooklyn Ethical 
Culture School. 


Encampment for Citizenship undertakes another experimental program with an 
| Encampment in Puerto Rico. 


New York Society starts the INSTITUTE of ETHICAL STUDIES under the Directorship 
of Dr. Joseph Blau. 


HAROLD J. QUIGLEY is appointed Leader to the Cleveland Society. 


Now Leader of the Los Angeles Society Mr. Quigley was the Executive Secre- 
tary of the Greater Cleveland Committee for Fair Housing Legislation; a mem- 
ber of the Steering Committee of the United Freedom Movement and Cleve- 
land Civil Liberties Union; Co-Chairman of the Northeast Ohio Council of 
Religious Liberals. He served the Presbyterian Ministry for 21 years, the last 
10 of which were in Haverstraw, New York. He was Minister at the Unitarian 
Church in Meadville, Pennsylvania. While in the Presbyterian Church, he was 
Director of Special Events and Education of its Radio Commission. Mr. Quigley 
was educated at Maryville College and McCormick Theological Seminary. 


International Humanist and Ethical Union holds its 3rd Congress in Oslo, Norway. 


KENNETH J. SMITH becomes Leader to the Philadelphia Society. 
Mr. Smith is a graduate of Wittenberg University and the Federated Theo- 
logical Faculty of the University of Chicago. He was Cruft Fellow at the London 
School of Economics while studying with Harold Laski. He spent 15 months 
travelling in Asia and Africa then lecturing regularly on Schweitzer’s Lamba- 
rene and Apartheid in South Africa. Before coming to Ethical Leadership, 
Mr. Smith served Unitarian Churches in Minnesota and Long Island. 


Bergen Society starts CAMP ELLIOTT: A work camp for teen-agers. 


American Ethical Union organizes the COMMISSION on RACE and EQUALITY. 


ERNEST H. SOMMERFELD is appointed Leader to the Westchester Society. 


Mr. Sommerfeld is Chairman of the National Workshop for Religious Liberals. 
He has been active in Human Relations Councils and Civil Liberties Organiza- 
tions: organized Citizen’s Committees on Slum Clearance, Civil Liberties and 
Abolition of Capital Punishment. Educated at Moravian College and Moravian 
Theological Seminary, he served Moravian Churches in North Carolina and 


2s 


. 


New York, then Unitarian Churches in New Hampshire, Massachusetts and 
Virginia. He was the winner of the Holmes Weatherly Award of the Unitarian 
Fellowship for Social Justice with the Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church for his 
work with CORE. 


1964 DALE H. DREWS is appointed Leader to the Queens Society. 


Born in Kansas, Mr. Drews was educated at the University of Chicago and 
Columbia University. He is a member of CORE and the Committee for a SANE 
Nuclear Policy; a member of the Fraternity of Leaders Commission on Phil- 
‘osophy and Program. Mr. Drews was Fellow-in-Training with New York Society 
from 1962 until 1964 when he assumed Leadership of Queens Society. He 
has helped with reactivation of the Fellowship of Ethical Pacifists. 


Howard B. Radest is appointed Ist Executive Director of the American Ethical 
Union. 


Encampment for Citizenship creates the CENTER FOR EDUCATION IN DEMOC- 
RACY for those aged 15 - 18. 


ETHICAL CULTURE FELLOWSHIP OF GREATER HARTFORD, Connecticut is founded. 
ETHICAL FELLOWSHIP OF COMMACK, Long Island is founded. 


AEU Commission on Race and Equality carries out its plans for a 4 point program in 
education for integration in Birmingham, Alabama. 


American Ethical Union starts the monthly Newsletter, ETHICAL CULTURE, TODAY. 


MAX GROSSMAN is elected to the Fraternity of Leaders. 
Mr: Grossman is a former President of the New York Society and is a noted 


Race and Equality Commission Play School in Birmingham Alabama integrates a public swimming school. 
The Piay School program is one aspect of the Commission's 4-point education pian for integration. | 


‘ 
“4 
ex 
é 


1965 


lawyer whose office specializes in labor law and arbitration cases. A member 
of the Ethical Society for 44 years, he joined because of three major influ- 
ences: Felix Adler's as his professor at Columbia, John Elliott's in the Seffle- 
ment House Movement, and his wife's. 


AEU organizes the SOCIAL SERVICE COMMISSION. 


The NORTH AMERICAN COMMISSION of the IHEU holds its first meeting. 


The Commission is made up of The American Humanist Association and The 
American Ethical Union with guests from Canada. 


AEU starts publication of THE ETHICAL FORUM and OUR ETHICAL FOUNDATIONS. 


The Forum series brings attention to recent thought on the moral problems of 
the day. The Foundations are occasional papers offering suggestive explora- 
tions in various areas of human life. 


WILLIAM T. ROGERS, JR. is elected leader to the Essex Society. 


After a year as Leader-in-Training to the Hudson-Delaware Council, Mr. Rogers 
became Assistant Leader to Rockland County and Essex Societies and then 
full-time Leader to Essex. In 1966, he was Director of the Encampment for 
Citizenship at Fieldston, Riverdale, following a year as Director of the Center 
for Democracy in Berkeley, California. A former biology teacher in the New 
York School system, he has been active in Fair Housing and Civil Rights activi- 
ties. Mr. Rogers was educated at Wilberforce and Connecticut Universities, and 
Newark School of Engineering with graduate work at Columbia. Mr. Rogers is 
also Leader-Advisor of the Northern Westchester Society. 


ROSS A. WESTON joins the Ethical Movement as Leader of the Long Isiand Society. 


Mr. Weston came to Long Island from the Unitarian Church of Evanston, Illinois. 
Born in Canada, he lived his early life in Buffalo, New York. After studying at 
Syracuse University he did graduate work at Drew Theological and Union Theo- 
logical Seminaries. He is chairman of the American Freedom of Residence 
Fund, and has been Board Member of the local NAACP Human Relations 
Council of Liberal Churches. 


M. MICHAEL GRUPP is appointed Leader to the Southern Connecticut Society. 


As Leader-in-Training in New York Society, Mr. Grupp taught ethics at Ethical 
Culture Schools and continues to do so. He has worked on the Staff of the 
Encampment for Citizenship and the Center for Education in Democracy at 
Berkeley, California. In New York Society he directed the Society Youth Pro- 
gram and worked with its Religious Education Committee. He played an active 
role in the AEU National Ethical Youth Organization. Mr. Grupp was educated 
at C.C.N.Y. and the New School for Social Research. He is now active in the 
Connecticut State Committee to Abolish Capital Punishment and with several 
humanitarian organizations. 


RICHARD GAMBINO becomes Associate Leader in New York Society. 
Mr. Gambino has been associated with the New York Society as Feéllow-in- 
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Training since 1963. He is active in the Educational Policies Committee there 
and has served as Director of the Elliott Institute since 1964; is Advisor to the 
College Age Group; is Advisor to New York's Church-State Committee and 
works with the AEU Delegation to the Conference of Non-Governmental! Organi- 
zations at the UN. Mr. Gambino is completing his Ph.D. in philosophy at N.Y.U. 


LEONARD MANDELBAUM is appointed Associate Leader to New York Society. 


He was formerly President of the Washington Ethical Society and comes to 
Leadership with a broad experience in human relations and education. He was 
educated at N.Y.U. and Yale Law School and worked on the Staff of the govern- 
ment agency on Equal Employment Opportunity. Mr. Mandelbaum has been 
consultant to the Commissioner of Education, and the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare. He has extensive experience with youth as a teacher 
and summer camp director. 


1966 KHOREN ARISIAN becomes Leader to the Boston Society. 


Mr. Arisian was educated at Tufts University and at Manchester College, Oxford 
and received a B. D. from Crane Theological School. He has served Unitarian 
Ministries in lowa and Florida before accepting part-time Leadership with Bos- 
ton Society during the time of his commitments as a Merrill Fellow at Harvard 
University. He will assume full-time Leadership in Boston on January 1, 1967. 
Mr. Arisian has editorial ties with three liberal journals and has contributed to 
many more. 


IHEU holds its 4th Congress in Paris. 
AEU publishes ETHICAL IMPACT, a periodical for college-age youth. 


AEU establishes THE BOARD OF ETHICAL LECTURERS. 


it was established to examine the moral dilemmas in a changing society, and is 
intended as a platform for people noted for their creative participation in the 
mainstream of American life. Heading the Board as Honorary Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee is Herbert Rothschild, member of New York Society. 
Serving with him are Harrison Brown, Jerome D. Frank, Horace L. Friess, 
Sidonie M. Gruenberg, Michael Heidelberger, Robert M. Hutchins, Saul K. 
Padover, Harriet Pilpel, Sidney H. Scheuer, Earl Ubell and Gerald Wendt. The 
first Lecturers were Robert Heilbroner, Senator Eugene McCarthy, Saul K. 


Padover. 


Robert L. Heilbroner 
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